
On Saturday, Sept. 23, the 
Blackstone Valley Historical 
Societyõs  Northgate on 
Louisquisset Pike will  wel-
come visitors from 11 am to 
4 pm during Great Road 
Open House Day and 
Smithsonian Museum Day 
Live.  
     This free, annual event 
showcases several historic 
properties in the town of 
L i n c o l n ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Hearthside, the Hannaway 
Blacksmith Shop, the Pullen 
Corner School (a.k.a. òThe 
Hot Potato Schooló), the 

Eleazer Arnold House, The 
Saylesville Friends Meeting 
House, The Valentine Whit-
man House and more.  
     The BVHS Open House is 
part of Smithsonian Museum 
Day Live, a national event 
coordinated by the Smith-
sonian Institute in Washing-
ton DC. Described by the 

museum as òAmericaõs An-
nual Celebration of 
Boundless Curiosity,ó the 
event is meant to recog-
nize òthe extraordinary 
power of museums and 
other cultural institutions to 
provide visitors with insight 
and inspirationó and òa 
commitment to éthe pur-
suit of knowledge wherev-
er you are.ó For more in-
f o r m a t i o n  s e e 
www.smithson ianmag. 
com/museumday/museum-
d a y - l i v e - 2 0 1 7 . 
     At BVHS, the Arnoldõs 

Great Road Open House 
BVHSõs Northgate hosts visitors during Lincolnõs free historic open house day,  11 am to 4 pm Saturday, Sept. 23 

Original Lonsdale Bakery 
will be open, and 
Northgate will feature an 
original historical exhibi-
tion about the Cumberland 
Ballou family (see related 
story). Refreshments will be 
served, including Toll 
House Cookies in honor of 
the buildingõs historic role 
as a toll house on the Old 
Louisquisett Pike. If you 
are interested in partici-
pating as a volunteer do-
cent for part of the day, 
call Susan Clarke at 401-
451-0921. 

'An Elaborate History': The Cumberland Ballous 

Last summer, the BVHS received 

the donation of a mysterious and 
intriguing old photo album. En-
closed was a note from Arnold 
Robinson, a professor at Roger 
Williams University and director 
of its Community Partnerships 
Center, with an explanation: 
Heõd been given it along with 
books that related to his re-
search   (continued on page 2.) 

Mysterious album  
donated to BVHS  
reveals local roots of a 
famous family 

In 1888, Cumberland-born Adin Ballou published his book, òThe Elaborate History and Genealogy of the Ballous in America,ó a 

1323-page story of his family since1646. The BVHS received a photo album with pictures of buildings and sites relating to the 
Ballou family.  This house, above on right, was pictured in the album and also in the òElaborate Historyó and in both places identi-

fied with Nathaniel Ballou.  It may have been located off West Wrentham Road. (picture from the album) 
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(continued from page 1) 
by the family of the late 
Anne òPeteó Baker, a 
prominent preservationist 
architect, who was associ-
ated with the Westport 
Historical Society.  
    Robinson thought that 
BVHS might be interested, 
since the album appeared 
to contain old photo-
graphs of homes in Cum-
berland belonging to a 
notable local family, some 
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The Bakery will be open 

on September 23.  Come 

visit, view our new acquisi-

tions, and pick up updated 

brochures about the Arnold 

family with new research 

by BVHS director, Gail 

Harris.  Donõt miss the won-

derful panoramic photo 

from 1951 of the Arnoldõs 

newly purchased bakery 

trucks, donated by Steven 

Parent. 

Arnoldõs Original Lonsdale Bakery will be Open! 

Arnoldõs Original Lonsdale 
Bakery 

Membership 

Renewal Forms 

will be mailed 

soon!    

Below, what we presume are two of the Ballou descendants who apparently visited and photographed family 

homesteads and landmarks around 1900.  The location was not identified in the album, although the last picture 

was taken from Iron Mine Hill and this striking rock may have been located nearby.  Anyone recognize it? 

of the areaõs earliest resi-
dents, the Ballous. The album  
showed few people, and 
many of the houses pictured 
were derelict.  
    With some assistance 
from genealogist Diane Bou-
menot, a Ballou descendant 
who writes a blog called 
òOne Rhode Island Family,ó 
BVHS researchers pieced 
together some of the history 
illustrated by the album and 
constructed a hypothesis 
about why it was created. 

The 20-odd photographs 
(captioned with a handwrit-
ten note enclosed in the 
album, and post-it notes), 
were cross-referenced with 
historical maps of Cumber-
land and òThe Elaborate 
History.ó    
    Images from the album 
will be featured in an ex-
hibit, òAn Elaborate History: 
The Cumberland Ballous,ó 
during Great Road Open 
House Day from 11 am to 
4 pm Saturday, Sept. 23. 
BVHS will feature pictures 
from the unusual album, 
along with historical maps 
and related materials that 
help fill out the story of this 
family and its place in 
Blackstone Valley history.      
    The Ballou family built 
many homes in the Black-
stone Valley, but the fami-
lyõs reach extended well 
beyond the stateõs borders. 
The forefather, Maturin 
Ballou, was one of the ear-
liest settlers in Rhode Island, 
a contemporary of Roger 
Williams. Members of the 

family were instrumental in 
building the Elder Ballou 
Meeting House, a well-
known building constructed 
around 1740. (It burned 
down in the early 1960õs.) 
     Famous  members of 
the family include Hosea 
Ballou, who was a promi-
nent theologian and Uni-
versalist minister in the 
19th century, his grand-
nephew Hosea, who was 
the first president of Tufts 
University, and the mother 
of President James Gar-
field, Eliza Ballou Garfield. 
(He served as president 
from 1881 until his assassi-
nation later that year.) 
Perhaps best remembered 
today is Sullivan Ballou, 
whose moving letter to his 
wife Sarah just before his 
death at Bull Run was 
prominently featured in 
Ken Burnsõs documentary, 
òThe Civil War.ó 

The Arnoldõs Fleet of Delivery Trucks, 1951  (section of photo) 


