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Dr. Robert D. Billington, President of the Blackstone Valley Tourism Council, Inc. will discuss the “History of tourism in the Blackstone Valley: from its simple beginnings with the BVHS to international recognition” at the February Society meeting.

Billington, a BVHS member, is a life long resident of the Blackstone River Valley of Rhode Island, always at a location along the banks of the Blackstone River. He has earned B.S. Degrees in Marketing and Management, MBA in Hospitality and Doctorate in Educational Leadership.

He founded the Blackstone Valley Tourism Council in 1985, and in 1992 he wrote Rhode Island’s first regional comprehensive tourism development plan for the Blackstone Valley.

On June 1 of 2006, in Madrid, Spain, the United Nations World Tourism Organization presented the Blackstone Valley Tourism Council, with the “Nobel Prize of tourism:” the Ulysses Prize "in recognition of their pioneer activities in using tourism as a tool for development and for their contribution to a positive change with regards to community values in Rhode Island over the past 20 years.

	BVHS Meeting

Sunday, February 17, 2008**
1:30 PM

at North Gate in the Downstairs Hall

At 1:30 PM there will be a brief business meeting followed immediately by the program.

Refreshments will follow the talk
**In case of bad weather, check radio and/or TV for cancellation notification




As has been the case with nearly every set of officers of the Society since the early 1970s, the current officers explored the possibility of obtaining additional land for purposes of an adjacent parking lot to our building at North Gate.


Over the course of the last year, the Society has been in conversation with the State of Rhode Island about using the abutting land to the south of the hall. The state highway department determined they had no plans to use the land and invited the Society to make a parking proposal under a licensing arrangement.


After months of investigation and consultation with state highway officials and the RI Historical Preservation and Heritage Commission it has been decided to drop the matter. 


Physical problems with the site and regulations about entrances and exits off Old Louisquisset Pike made the prospect too costly. The site is compromised by a wetland stream that has to be avoided and further complicated by an historic stonewall that could not be covered up.


By the time a feasible design was determined to overcome these obstacles only fifteen parking spaces would be added and the cost per space exceeded the amount deemed reasonable by the Board, and so the application for a license to use the state land was withdrawn.
	SAVE THESE DATES

	
	
	

	Wednesday

March 26
	  7:15 PM
	Larry Lowenthal, Author of Titanic Railroad: The Southern New England, the Story of New England’s Last Great Railroad War

	Sunday

April 20
	  1:30 PM
	Talk on the Limerock Grange
	Sunday

May 18
	1:30 PM
	Annual Meeting and Election of Officers


BVHS Archives Project Update

The Society succeeded in obtaining a two thousand dollar grant from the Rhode Island State Archives last spring to hire an archival consultant and revise and re-arrange the Society's historical documents, photos, and maps as well as its own records and archives. A committee chaired by Al Klyberg, vice president, and comprised of members Sue Sheppard, Christine Nowak, Betty Grayson, Bill Jennings, and Andy Paquette, (Pat Armitage ex-officio), met with former Providence City Archivist, Linda J. McElroy and volunteer, Sharon Zagorsky, a Tufts University museum studies student. The committee met on three occasions to review a proposed collections policy. L.J. 
McElroy produced the policy statement which was a 
condition of the grant and a highly useful management manual.

Over the course of the late spring, the entire summer, and into the fall, intern Zagorsky and vice president Klyberg sorted through the collections in the Society's library and re-filed them in archival boxes. The Society's own archives were reconstituted. President, Pat Armitage followed the process from the beginning and has provided the committee's recommendations to the Board for its action. The process was largely that of a comprehensive 
inventory. A more detailed cataloguing activity is yet to come as well as a program of conservation and
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No go for proposed parking area South of North Gate, application withdrawn





“History of tourism in the Blackstone Valley” is program topic for February BVHS Meeting at North Gate Toll House





The Buckley Building, Lime Rock Grange #22 Volunteer Fire Station at the October 28 Open House                                    Photo Courtesy Pat Armitage





2007 BVHS Award Winning RI History Day Project by


Tessa Kattelle and Marina Martinez


	Photo Courtesy Pat Armitage





repair for some of the items discovered to require additional care.





Blackstone Valley Chamber merged with the Greater Woonsocket Chamber, to become the Northern Rhode Island Chamber of Commerce, the state's first (and so far only) regional Chamber of Commerce.





The words to the brief Pawtucket Shopping Jingle were:


Downtown Pawtucket is friendly,


Where shopping is so much fun.


There's every conceivable type of store,


And everything you've been looking for.


Downtown Pawtucket,


Downtown Pawtucket,


Park and shop with ease.





Christine A. Nowak, Lincoln (The writer is the former Director of Communications for the Northern Rhode Island Chamber of Commerce and a past president of the Blackstone Valley Historical Society.)








Remember When


By Chris Nowak





Dear Editor,


	This letter is sent in response to the person who contacted Tele-Times looking for the words to the Downtown Pawtucket shopping jingle from the 1960s.


	The jingle was created by the Pawtucket Businessmen's Association to encourage shopping in the Main Street area at such stores such as The Outlet, Peerless, Shartenberg's, Saltzmen's, Adams Drug, Cerel's Jewelers, Roberts Children's Shop and Mr. Y's Delicatessen. The jingle ran on WXTR (550AM) radio, which was Pawtucket's local radio station. It was located on Main Street with its transmitter situated off John Street in Cumberland. The Pawtucket Businessmen's Association later became the Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce and then on Jan. 1, 1991, the








